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WELCOME! 

We of the Cambridge church of Christ   

 invite you to all our services. 

“…the churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16). 

 

February 17, 2019 



PAUL’S FINALE 

2 Tim. 4:6-8 

INTRODUCTION:  

1. Paul, the old evangelist,  is “passing the torch” to younger Timothy and what we have 

here is sage advice, not only for preachers, but for Christians.— 

2. As he nears the close of his extraordinary life, he assesses the past, present and future, 

and in this great finale, we get a glimpse of the potential that each one of us has. 

DISCUSSION: 

I. PAUL LOOKED AROUND (2 Tim. 4:6). 

A. His Time was Short 

B. His Faith was Stout 

1. “Already being poured out” in the process of  (Phlp. 2:17 cf. Exo. 29:40; 

Lev. 23:13; Num. 4:7; 15:5, 7, 10; 28:7; cf. Rom. 12:1). 

2. “Departure” as opposed to “death”.  

a. Taking down a tent (2 Cor. 5:1-8;  Phlp. 1:21-23). 

b. A voyage to a distant shore (Phlp. 2:7-8). 

c. Release (as a prisoner) instead of execution. 

 

II. PAUL LOOKED BACK (2 Tim. 4:7). NOTE: Not a steady gaze (cf. Lk. 9:62), as in 

longing (cf. Gen. 19:26) but rather to check orientation. 

A. Fought  the Good Fight (7a; 1 Tim. 6:12). Make this your practice, Timothy!  

B. Finished the Course (7b; 4:5; cf. Jn. 19:30). 

C. Kept the Faith (7c; 2 Tim. 2:5; Rev. 2:10). 

 

III. PAUL LOOKED AHEAD (2 Tim. 4:8). 

A. What Was Going to Happen?   

1. “Finally (lit. “from now on”) there is laid up”;  “Laid up” is the same word 

as “appointed” in Heb. 9:27.  

a. What does the crown represent? Our hope. Did Paul earn it? Do we 

earn it? No—the laying up is figurative (Col. 1:5). 

b. The hope was there ready and waiting. 

2. A Crown: The winner of a race would be given a crown/garland and 

whatever its construction, it would not last. 

a. Paul tells us that our crown will last (1 Cor. 9:25). 

b. Peter concurs: (1 Pet. 1:4; 1 Pet. 5:4). 

B. By Whom Would It Happen?  The Sovereign Umpire of the Universe (Jn. 

12:48). 

C. Who else Would Be Involved? “ those who have loved His appearing”. Whose 

appearing? The appearing of Christ (4:1). 

CONCLUSION:  

1. We need to look around and assess our current situation; our level of faithfulness—not 

compared against our neighbor, but against the Scriptures. 

2. We need to look back. Remembering from whence we came; (Gal. 4:9; 2 Pet. 2:22). 

3. We need to look ahead (Heb. 12:2). 

 

 



                                                    PROVING SOMEONE WRONG 

                                                                      Neal Pollard 

     I'm not talking about the thing too many people do on social media, where they nitpick 

others and put in so much effort in the "yeah, but.." game. That is ill-mannered and usually 

unwelcome. It usually also concerns something amounting to far smaller than a hill of 

beans. Instead, I refer to something God-directed and involving sin. 

    A quick overview of Ephesians lays out a pretty straightforward outline. Chapters one 

through three lay out what a privilege it is to be a Christian. Chapters four through six 

speak of how privileged people behave, within the church, with the world, and their 

relationships, and even with the devil. The "proving wrong" section comes in the second 

half of the book, dealing with the world. If we isolate ourselves from the world, we cannot 

hope to be effective. If we allow ourselves to be influenced by the world rather than be an 

influence on it, we may find ourselves having fellowship with the unfruitful works of 

darkness. In Ephesians 5:6-14, Paul issues a difficult challenge for us as we live before and 

within the world on a daily basis. How do we reprove the unfruitful works of darkness? 

     KNOW THE DIFFERENCE (6). Paul starts this paragraph, saying, "Let no one deceive 

you." Context shows that the "these things" that drew God's wrath involved three broad 

categories of behavior and three specific actions: fornication, impurity, greed, filthiness, 

silly talk, and coarse jesting. Paul says, in essence, "Don't be deceived into thinking these 

things are OK. To promote ignorance in these areas, all we have to do is remain silent 

about them and never teach about them. Paul's concern is about Christians being an 

influence on the culture, and that's still the need today.  There are still a great many people 

in the world who think of Christians as those who avoid filthy speech and who 

have  objective moral standards about sexual matters. The world sees enough 

conformation; It needs to see transformation; That requires information! 

     BE THE DIFFERENCE (8-10, 13-14). Paul is concerned about people functioning in 

the spiritual dark. He wants them to take the information (knowledge) he's given them and 

let it show in their lives. He illustrates this lifestyle with the metaphor of light. Paul uses 

the word "light" five times in this one paragraph. Light has characteristics (8-9)--goodness, 

righteousness, and truth. Light is corrective (11-14)--it remedies problems that occur in its 

absence (blindness, fear, ignorance, etc.). Light makes visible what was invisible before. 

We live in a world in serious need of correction. The majority, walking in darkness, are on 

a collision course with spiritual death. We're in a position to shine light on their path. Our 

schools, workplaces, communities, ball fields, and national institutions cry out from the 

darkness for guidance. Some of the best "reproving" (exposing) occurs when we are the 

Lord's lights. 

     MAKE THE DIFFERENCE (7,11-12). This is the most uncomfortable part of this text. 

Beyond building our knowledge and setting an example, we must do something. We make 

a difference through abstinence (7,10), not partaking and having no fellowship with evil. 

Saying no when invited to participate in sin turns an uncomfortable spotlight on us. Being a 

"new man" (4:22) means a new behavior, which Paul describes in 4:25-32. The world feels 

judged when we avoid something we know is wrong. We also make a difference 

through admonition. Reproving (exposing) means to shine the light on something (we're 

shining the Light of Christ onto it, 8).  

      When doctrinal error is espoused, do we try to engage people ("in love," 4:15) or do we 

just sit in silence? When moral filth is peddled and promoted, do we just go along to get 

along or do we stand up, stand up for Jesus? In chapter 6, Paul tells us that we're Christian 

soldiers, which implies a militancy that must exist (11). Twice more, in 6:13-14, he repeats 

the charge to "stand firm." Maybe we've witnessed people standing firm in a way that was 

[continued on next page] 



 
We encourage our visitors to please fill out one of the 

blue cards and place it in the collection plate. 
 

➢ Kathy Mayo is to see a specialist as Zangmeister Cancer Center in Columbus 

on Tuesday. 

➢ There is brief report from Phil & Darlene Grear on the missions’ board. 
 
REMINDERS:     

  

✓ WORDWatchers will NOT meet tomorrow. 

✓ John needs questions submitted by February 24th for the next installment of 

“Questions You Have Asked”. 

✓ If anyone would like to take a turn creating a bulletin board for the entry way, please sign 

up on the board in the foyer. 

 

TODAY’S LESSONS 

AM: Paul’s Finale (2 Tim. 4:5-8). 
PM: Raising Cain (Gen. 4:1-3). 

 

[continued from previous page] unnecessarily offensive and unloving. That's wrong!  But 

that doesn't give us an excuse to cowardly avoid saying what needs to be said, no matter 

what it costs us. Nobody likes to be the bad guy, but God commands that we expose sin.  

     Paul follows this instruction, saying "Therefore" (15). His words are written for a 

purpose. The reason for exposing darkness is that God has us here to make a difference. 

How we do it requires wisdom, but it is "what the will of the Lord is" (17). Let's be 

effective representatives of Christ in this dark world. Let's understand the urgency of our 

task and make the most of our time! 

in our prayers: Jerry & Erma Endly, 

Mary Lou Huprich, Cathy Jackson, Gary & 

Debbie Jones, and Flavil & Verna Miller 

Shut-ins: Audrey Burns, 

Jack Mitchell, Shirley Patterson 

and Marge Rothwell 

Family and Friends: Alec Blake (grandson of Wilma Roe), Weston 

Boulet, (great-grandson of Shirley Patterson, (Larry Chips (friend of the 

Starrett’s, Kenneth Crookshank (son of Dannelle Gilmore), Vickie Dillion 

(Erma Endly’s cousin),  Korey Dobson (a friend of Debra McGath) Dan Doudna 
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