
                                       

CHURCH of CHRIST 

 
1002 Clairmont Avenue, Cambridge, Ohio 43725 

(740) 432-7486 
Web Site: www.cambridgechurchofchrist.com 

E-Mail: info@cambridgechurchofchrist.com 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Classes…………………9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship…………….10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship………………6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Classes...................................7 p.m. 
 

Minister, John Keith  

(304) 266-9027 
 

WELCOME! 

We of the Cambridge church of Christ   

 invite you to all our services. 

“…the churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16). 

 

May 19, 2019 



WERE THE TWELVE APOSTLES EVER BAPTIZED? 

 

After Christ had been crucified for the sins of the world, buried, and resurrected, 

He appeared to His apostles and charged them to “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). The Book of Acts shows the 

apostles being faithful to that charge. They preached the gospel to both Jews and 

Gentiles, and commanded them all to be baptized (Acts 2:38; Acts 10:48). 

But were the twelve apostles themselves ever baptized? I know of no passage of 

scripture that speaks specifically of the baptism of any of the original twelve 

apostles. Thus, the question of their baptism is sometimes raised, and while it 

has no bearing on one’s salvation today, it is an interesting question to consider. 

We know that the apostle Paul—“as one born out of due time,” (I Corinthians 

15:8)—was baptized to have his sins washed away (Acts 9:10-19; Acts 22:16; 

Acts 26:12-19). We also know that following the suicide of Judas Iscariot, when 

the disciples met to choose the one to take his place that Peter said, “Therefore, 

of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 

and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was 

taken up, one of these must become a witness with us of the resurrection” (Acts 

1:21-22). It is interesting that there were two qualifications one had to meet in 

order to be an apostle: 1) Accompanied the other apostles from the baptism of 

John the Baptist, 2) A witness of the resurrection of Christ. Why the requirement 

to have been with the other apostles “from the baptism of John”? 

John the Baptist came to prepare a people for the coming of the personal, earthly 

ministry of Christ. He came to “make ready a people prepared for the Lord” 

(Luke 1:17), to “go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways” (verse 76). 

In preparing the people for the coming of Christ, John preached repentance and 

baptism (Matthew 3:1-6), a “baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” 

(Mark 1:4). Jesus Himself, though without sin (I Peter 2:22), submitted to John’s 

baptism (Matthew 3:13-17). He did this in order to avoid the appearance of there 

being two teachers from God (John and Jesus), with one being out of step with 

the teaching of the other! Jesus was baptized of John the Baptist in order “to 

fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15), and all of God’s commandments are 

righteousness (Psalms 119:172). 

Since John’s mission was to prepare a people for the coming of Christ, is it not 

reasonable that when Jesus began to choose His apostles He chose them from  



 

among people who had prepared for His coming rather than from among those 

who had not prepared for His coming? In the light of His own baptism by John, 

it seems highly unlikely that Jesus would choose those who had not submitted to 

John’s baptism. 

Still further, Luke tells us that the “Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of 

God for themselves, not having been baptized by him” (John the Baptist) (Luke 

7:30). Is anyone so naïve as to believe that Jesus chose men to be His apostles 

who had rejected the counsel of God by refusing to submit to the baptism of John 

the Baptist? 

God communicates His will to mankind in the Scriptures by various kinds of 

statements (declarative, imperative, hortative, interrogative, etc.), by divinely 

approved actions (examples), and by logical conclusions (necessary inferences). 

I believe that when all the Bible information about the work of John the Baptist 

is assimilated and when all the qualifications of an apostle of Christ are 

considered, we may necessarily infer that, yes, the twelve apostles were all 

baptized with the baptism of John the Baptist! 

John’s baptism was later superseded by the baptism commanded by Christ in the 

great commission (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38). Those 

receiving John’s baptism before the inauguration of the great commission 

received a valid baptism that continued to be valid after the inauguration of the 

baptism of the great commission. But, those who received John’s baptism after 

the inauguration of the great commission received an out-of-date and invalid 

baptism, and were required to be baptized again “in the name of the Lord Jesus” 

(Acts 19:1-7). 

All people today must hear and believe the gospel of Christ, repent of their sins, 

and be immersed in the name of Christ for the remission of sins (Romans 10:17; 

John 8:24; I Corinthians 15:1-5; Acts 2:38). While we can be confident that the 

original twelve apostles of Christ were all baptized with the baptism of John the 

Baptist for the remission of their sins (Mark 1:4) in preparation for the coming 

of Christ in His personal, earthly ministry and the shedding of His blood for the 

remission of sins (Matthew 26:28), the thing about which we should be most 

concerned is whether we have been baptized with the baptism commanded by 

Christ for the remission of our sins. 

Hugh Fulford 

May 14, 2019 



 We encourage our visitors to fill out one of the 

blue cards and place it in the collection plate. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

➢ Kevin Adkin’s daughter was released from the hospital following an automobile 

accident where she suffered a broken leg, arm and some cracked ribs. 

➢ Tina Keith will have neck surgery this Friday, the 24th in Marietta. 

➢ Beginning the first Sunday in June, we need a teacher to take over Brendyn 

Herald’s class. 

➢ Business Meeting this evening at 5:30 for the men of the congregation. 

 

REMINDERS:     

✓ WORDWatchers will meet tomorrow at 1 pm. 

✓ If anyone would like to take a turn creating a bulletin board for the entry, 

please sign up on the board in the foyer. 

✓ Be sure to check the bulletin board for upcoming area events. 

 

TODAY’S LESSONS 

This morning, Joe Wilson, whom we support at WVSOP, will teach the Bible class 

and bring the lesson. Our own  Brendyn Herald will bring the lesson this evening. 
I begin a Gospel Meeting with the church in Newcomerstown and as they will be 
having their evening worship at 1pm., I plan to be here for the evening worship; I 
hope you will plan likewise and encourage our young brother—JK. 
 

Bible Class Sun. AM Sun. PM Collection Wed. 

49 104 42 $2340 30 

 

in our prayers: Jerry & Erma 

Endly, Mary Lou Huprich, Cathy 

Jackson, Gary & Debbie Jones, Kathy 

Mayo, and Flavil & Verna Miller 

Shut-ins: Audrey Burns, Jack 

Mitchell, Shirley Patterson and 

Marge Rothwell 

Family and Friends:  Nellie Bichard, Alec Blake (grandson of Wilma 

Roe), Weston Boulet, (great-grandson of Shirley Patterson), Dick Caldwell 

(friend of the Fowler’s) Larry Chips (friend of the Starrett’s, Kenneth 

Crookshank (son of Dannelle Gilmore), Dan Doudna (Wilma Roe’s relative), 

Bob & Patty Eddy, Tom Eddy (Betsy Cook’s brother), Carmie Green (Flavil 

Miller’s sister), Doris Hall, Herb Hamilton (friend of the Starrett’s), Bob & 

Donna Henthorn (Laura Jamiel’s parents), Darvis Kandawalla (Diann 

Bachmann’s son-in-law), Collene Keister, (Mo Smith’s sister),  Les McCollum 

(friend of Deb McGath),  Erica Rich,  Shirley Roe, Mona Stoffer (Flavil 

Miller’s daughter), Mitch Vick,  Bob & Marge Watson, Kedra Wyatt and 

remember to pray for one another. 


