September 22, 2019

CHURCH of CHRIST

1002 Clairmont Avenue, Cambridge, Ohio 43725
(740) 432-7486

Web Site: www.cambridgechurchofchrist.com

E-Mail: info@cambridgechurchofchrist.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
SUNDAY:

Bible Classes..................... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship.................. 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY:

Bible Classes

Minister, John Keith
(304) 266-9027
WELCOME!
We of the Cambridge church of Christ
invite you to all our services.
“...the churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16).




WHEN A GROWN CHILD LEAVES THE CHURCH.

Question: What does a person do when their grown child in their 20°s leaves the
church for so called non-denominational organizations that obviously are offspring
of denominations with still some or much false teaching?

Answer: Let me say how sorry | am for the pain and heartbreak you are experiencing.
No matter how hard we try to bring our children up in “the discipline and instruction
of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4), there are no guarantees. Yes, Proverbs 22:6 says:
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart
from it.” This is not a hard and fast rule, but a generalization to which there are
exceptions. So, don’t blame yourself. Sometimes, children with solid backgrounds
in the church turn from the truth, and others with no biblical training come to know
the truth and embrace it.

There are some very positive things you can do. Pray for you child every day. |
suspect you are already doing that, but don’t despair. Never underestimate the power
of God to change hearts and attitudes.

Keep the lines of communication open. When opportunity presents itself, have
conversations about what led to the change. Ask what they saw in the church which
they found objectionable, and what there is in the non-denominational church which
they find appealing. Do so with a genuine desire to understand, not to antagonize.
Ask if they are making decisions based on biblical teaching or on personal feelings.
Also, seek to determine how much they are being guided by their friends, and how
much they have been influenced by culture and academia. Learn to listen more
effectively and you will be able to respond more productively.

Prepare yourself for loving discussions by developing a better knowledge of the
Scriptures. Be prepared to address some of the following:

1) The church of Christ is just another denomination. If so, where is our earthly
head? Where is our earthly headquarters? When was the church born if not at
Pentecost (Acts 2)?

2) Our fellowship is to narrow, restrictive, and judgmental. If one believes the
Bible, the idea that most people will eventually be saved is absolutely
indefensible (Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 13:23, 24). Our emphasis is not on who
is right, but what is right. We do not sit in judgment of anyone. Only the Lord is
judge! The world argues that there are many ways to God, but the Word says
that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).

3) We place too much emphasis on works. This is a charge from those who believe
that salvation is by faith alone. This idea comes not from Scripture, but from
Reformation history. The Bible clearly teaches that salvation is by faith



(Hebrews 11:6), but never does it assert that it is a matter of faith alone. That is
a purely denominational concept (James 2:14-26)!

4) We don’t understand grace. This charge is also false. One cannot believe the
Bible and reject the role of grace in our salvation. None of us deserve to be
saved. We are all sinners (Romans 3:23). It is only by the grace of God that we
may be saved. We are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:5-10), but that
text does not say we are saved by grace alone, or faith alone.

5) Baptism is not essential to salvation. We do not believe that water cleanses. That
is the role of the blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7; Revelation 1:5). But when are
we saved? The corrects answer is that we are saved when we respond to God’s
grace in obedient faith and are baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38;
Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21).

6) We take the Bible too literally. Yes, will still believe the Bible to be the inspired,
authoritative, all-sufficient, inerrant word of God (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). We do
not believe that it is outdated or irrelevant. Nor, do we believe that it is subject
to the will of the majority or changes with the times to conform to modern
culture.

Note: These are all denominational views, many of which are held by so-called
nondenominational churches.

There are also some things to avoid. Don’t badger your son or daughter thinking that
you can wear them down. That kind of action will only lead to withdrawal,
resentment, and a refusal to discuss the issue further.

Be careful not to lose your temper and say things you will later regret. Always
communicate your love for them, and let them know that you will always be there
for them. If God still loves us, even when we have rejected Him, then surely we
must love our children even when they disappoint us. However, our love must not
lead us to ignore sin or overlook spiritual problems in their lives.

Be patient. No one wakes up one morning and suddenly decides to abandon their
core beliefs for other beliefs. This is normally a long process, and it may take a long
time to win them back to the truth. Do not become discouraged!

Remember, this is not a problem unique to you. Many parents have had similar
experiences, and many are dealing with these same issues right now. Keep your
faith! Continue to study God’s word. Pray often. And, don’t lose hope. Many a
prodigal has returned to the Father, and | pray your son or daughter will do the same.

Be there to greet them and celebrate their return to the family (Luke 15:11-32).
(http://www.sawcoc.org/dir/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/9-12-12.pdf)



http://www.sawcoc.org/dir/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/9-12-12.pdf

We encourage our visitors to fill out one of the
blue cards and place it in the collection plate.

IN OUR PRAYERS: Cheryl Cowgill,] SHUT-INS: Audrey Burns,
Jerry & Erma Endly, Cathy Jackson, Jack Mitchell, Shirley
Gary & Debbie Jones, Hazel Leap, Patterson and Marge Rothwell
Kathy Mayo, and Flavil Miller

Family and Friends: Nellie Bichard, Alec Blake (grandson of Wilma
Roe), Weston Boulet, (great-grandson of Shirley Patterson), Larry Chips
(friend of the Starrett’s, Kenneth Crookshank (son of Dannelle Gilmore),
Dan Doudna (Wilma Roe’s relative), Bob & Patty Eddy, Tom Eddy
(Betsy Cook’s brother), Carmie Green (Flavil Miller’s sister), Herb
Hamilton (friend of the Starrett’s), Bob & Donna Henthorn (Laura
Jamiel’s parents), Collene Keister, (Mo Smith’s sister), Les McCollum
(friend of Deb McGath), Erica Rich, Shirley Roe, Mona Stoffer (Flavil
Miller’s daughter), Mitch Vick, Bob & Marge Watson, Kedra Wyatt
and remember to pray for one another.

REMINDERS:
v TUeRPUatehew will NOT meet tomorrow.
v" We still need a teacher to take over Brendyn Herald’s class.

TODAY'’S LESSONS
Today we welcome Joe Wilson from WVSOP who will
teach class and speak this morning. Brendyn Herald will
deliver the lesson this evening.

Bible Class | Sun. AM | Sun. PM | Collection | Wed.
46 77 40 $2228

| will extol You, O LORD, for You have lifted me up, And have not let my
foes rejoice over me. O LORD my God, | cried out to You, And You healed
me. O LORD, You brought my soul up from the grave; You have kept me
alive, that I should not go down to the pit. Sing praise to the LORD, you
saints of His, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name. For
His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for
a night, But joy comes in the morning (Psa 30:1-5).



